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Link to course and exam description 
 
Welcome to APR!   
 
Congrats on your success in AP Seminar and welcome to the next stage in your research growth!  To quote a 
fellow Research teacher: “The following summer work that you will have the opportunity to begin during your 
remaining time in AP Seminar has been crafted after much consideration and discussion with other AP 
Research colleagues. We are NOT about busy work, but there are some concepts and items that you need to 
establish for yourself prior to starting AP Research. These are concepts that should be considered while taking 
long walks on the beach, sitting in the back of the car on a road trip, trying to fall asleep at camp, playing video 
games, or whatever summer activity enhances your life. Know that you will be asked to dig deep, so please start 
now. “ 
 
This year, you have an advantage over last year’s group because they were the ‘Guinea pigs’ who plowed 
through many obstacles that should help you avoid the same dilemmas. This course is designed to foster 
personal growth as a researcher, a student, and frankly, as a member of the learning community.  This course 
requires focus, dedication, and self-discipline if you truly want to succeed at this level.   
 
One item that you will be required to maintain is a PREP (Process and Reflection Portfolio).  You will actually 
have two versions of this: electronic and print.  For your summer work, please follow what directions are given 
for each task and we will set up the two official PREP formats in August. The PREP is meant to serve as a 
housing unit for ALL of your work/ideas/reflections in such a manner that if you were to be taken away by an 
alien invasion, someone on Earth could continue your research without delay!   
 
Please allow this summer work to be a productive and insightful endeavor so that your time in APR will be one 
of pride and genuine accomplishment! If you feel overwhelmed, confused, frustrated, bewildered, or some 
combination therein, that’s NORMAL!  You can reach me by email all summer or by text at 704-724-9894 if 
you prefer.  I am happy to offer what assistance I can, although, keep in mind that I am not at liberty to give you 
direct input personally.  My response may be in the form of a guiding question instead of a blunt answer and the 
issue about which you are asking may become a topic for a whole-class discussion when we start up in August. 
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TASK #1: Summer Reading and Reflection  
Approximate Time Needed: 4 Hours  
 
Directions: Complete the following reflections prior to the start of our AP Research class. These reflections are 
purposefully driven to help you make the jump from AP Seminar to AP Research. Complete the reflections 
electronically and print them for your PREP Portfolio, a tool required by the College Board that will help you 
stay organized in this yearlong progress. Please include the question when providing your responses. Responses 
should be at minimum a paragraph per question and should exhibit your ability to provide supporting textual 
evidence and in-depth discussion. This should go without saying, but all work should be checked for spelling 
and grammatical errors. As AP seniors, I expect your writing to reflect the years of instruction and practice you 
have exemplified. These reflections should be typed in Times New Roman, 12-point font, single- or double-
spaced (your preference).  
 
Text: Leedy, P.D., Ormrod, J.E. (2016). Practical Research: Planning and Design. (11th ed.). New York: 
Pearson. Link on Amazon here for the eBook version, or here for the 12thed. print version. 

 
Additional reading (suggestion): 
Booth, W.C., Colomb, G.C., & Williams, J.M. (2008). The Craft of Research. (2nd ed.). Chicago: University of 
Chicago Press. 
 
 
TASK #2: Summer Research Question Work  
Approximate Time Needed: 4 Hours (More if you complete ‘suggested work’...which would be a REALLY good 
idea.) 
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Similar to AP Seminar, the College Board wants you to present your AP Research academic paper with a 
research question (A big “R” research question). The research question is crucial—your inquiry will generate 
from this question (or questions). Creating an effective research question is difficult, but immensely important, 
as a poor research question leads to poor research.  
 
The following concepts are things to consider when attempting to build an AP Research Big “R” question. 
Complete the chart requirements and write your initial question (or questions). Remember, the topic you decide 
to work with must hold your interest for the entire year. Choose something you are interested in/passionate 
about/not going to hate in three or five months. Sit and reflect about your true interests for this course prior to 
completing this chart. Hopefully, the work you did after the Seminar exam has helped get you on track for this. 
 
Creating a Research Question: Complete the following reflection questions electronically (as part of your 
PREP portfolio). Print these out for your paper version PREP. The following elements are critical when 
attempting to build your research question. If you are struggling to understand the four major concepts -focus, 
scope, value, and feasibility- do not forget to use outside sources. After answering the questions in this chart, 
attempt to write your research question (again!).  
 

 

This is where your “Gap” should be given due attention. 
You MUST find some missing part to the existing research 

that you will be contributing to the greater body of your topic. 
This is a critical element of “Big R” research.  

Task #3 will help you with this as well. 
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Task #3: Summer Research Annotated Bibliography 
Approximate time needed: 4 hours 
 
Once you have your question, you must look at what has already been done. Your research should build on 
existing inquiry, fill a gap, contribute new information to your field. In order to fully understand what has 
already been done and what still needs to be answered, you must read and analyze research.  
 
You will create an annotated bibliography with a minimum of 10 sources. At least five of these sources must 
be from scholarly, peer-reviewed journals (these are respectable journals known for only admitting well-
researched, well-written studies). EBSCO and Google Scholar are good databases to use, as much of what 
you will find will be scholarly articles. An annotated bibliography is a list of sources with a few paragraphs 
in which you describe the study, methods used, the findings, any limitations, and specifically how the study 
will aid your inquiry. Paragraphs should thoroughly analyze the research done, the methods used, limitations 
to the research, and information on how this specific study will inform your inquiry. This amount of 
information will take space—in other words, annotated bibliography entries should be a minimum of 250 
words. Please include the word count after the entry. This should be written in Times New Roman, 12-point 
font, with APA citation. Each entry should be single-spaced, with a double space between entries. Remember 
to proofread your work for spelling and grammatical errors. See below for sentence starters and an example. 
 
 



 


